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Meet the windmill volunteers:
John and Maureen Bishop
John and Maureen have been volunteers for the Windmill Hill Windmill Trust (WHWT) for
over ten years and help in several different ways. They are both guides on days when the
mill is open to the public and are members of the Friends of the Windmill at Windmill Hill
committee, which raises money and promotes awareness of the mill. We asked them why
they became volunteers, what they enjoy about being involved, and what else they do.
This is what they told us…
‘A chance scanning of events fourteen years ago
in 2003 took us to the windmill for an
open day. At this stage the plans were still
unfolding and we were impressed by the
enthusiasm of the volunteers and the future
restoration plans. By May 2003 we were
‘Friends of the Windmill’ offering help at the
same time. It was a natural progression having
‘people skills’ in both of our professions that led
us to become guiders.’
Maureen said: ‘I enjoyed meeting people
through my nursing career and the windmill was
a natural progression of that aspect. The
enthusiasm of the volunteers was an added
attraction for the coming years of volunteering on
open days and the various fund raising events’.
John told us: ‘Having had a professional
interest in mechanics of motor vehicles and
transport led to my satisfaction in guiding at
the windmill. My hobbies extend to being a
transport historian as far as road vehicles are
concerned leading me (and indeed Maureen)
to all corners of the world which has fostered
the photographic aspect. These interests have
led to many books being published with
associated photographs.’
‘We both have extensive interests in many
forms of music and art and are involved in
several local groups and the U3A (University
of the Third Age) organisation.’
Jenny Alder
A huge thank you to Jenny Alder for organising the volunteer rota for several years.
The rota will now be arranged by Sally Dickinson so that Jenny can focus on
community liaison on behalf of the WHWT (as well as her duties as a parish
councillor and school governor and many other local activities).

New for visitors
to the mill in 2017
Visitors to the windmill in 2017
will find two new features, a new
film telling the restoration story
and a ‘virtual tour’ for people who
are unable to climb the steps to
the floors above the roundhouse.
The new film (a longer version of
which will be on sale as a DVD)
has been produced for the WHWT by Mike Page (Megatrend Media) who documented the
restoration project over the course of two years and joined this with historical footage to produce
a film which tells the full restoration story from dilapidated building to working windmill.
The virtual tour has been funded through the Wealden Community Grants scheme and
produced by Pan 3Sixty Ltd. Many photographs of the interior of the mill were taken on a
special camera and 'stitched together' to create complete panoramas of the bin, stone, grain
and trestle floors. Users of the virtual tour can then click on to individual items (for example,
the mill stones) for more information — so the experience is as close as it can be to having a
guided tour of the mill. Of course, nothing can quite replace the human touch and visitors
who use the virtual tour will always be able to talk to one of our guides in the roundhouse.

Update on the milling machinery
It is taking time to get the machinery set up in the right way to maximise power for milling.
An adjustment to one part of the machinery can result in modifications having to be made
to other parts of the mechanism and so everything has to be tested and re-tested several
times. These procedures have thrown up the need to change the profile (or shape) of some
of wedges that hold the brake wheel in place, as well as the cogs on the brake wheel itself.
During the course of 2017, we will replace all 104 cogs so, if you would like to ‘sponsor a
cog’, please look out for updates on the website or ask for more details. Recently the team
balanced the sweeps and found that the weights were different on each side and were too
heavy. Now this has been rectified the sweeps should now start with less wind speed.

Inspecting the wedges

One of the wedges

100 club prize draw
The recent prizewinners:
August 2016
1st Peter Carey
2nd Ray Dixon
3rd Shirley Price
October 2016
1st Ray Dixon
2nd Shirley Price
3rd June Axon

Repairing the trestle floor

Thanks to Recycled

December 2016
1st Robert Girling
2nd Sally Dickinson
3rd Pauline Thomas
February 2017
1st Ted Frost
2nd Marian Harding
3rd Roger Wintle

Popular fifties and sixties music specialists ‘Recycled’ played
at Herstmonceux Village Hall to raise funds for the windmill
at Windmill Hill on 18th February. The band played all the old favourites and had everyone
singing-along and dancing. The event raised nearly £1,000 for the maintenance of the
windmill.

Diary Dates

Front cover photo: Spring is here at Windmill Hill.

Mills day, Sunday 14th May 11– 4.30
Guided tours, BBQ, Teas, Tombola, Morris Men, Vitality Village,
Face Painting, Lucky Dip and much more.
Heritage Day, Sunday 10th September 11– 4.30
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