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STOP PRESS: November 5th 2015
– Windmill Hill Windmill runs
with full patent sails for the first

time in 120 years.



News update … 
by Michael Chapman, advisor to the Trustees

With the sight of the long awaited hanging of the Patent Sails (Sweeps) back on the
windmill after a lapse of some 120 years, it provides confirmation to everyone that
the end of the project to have a fully working windmill is actively moving towards

completion and is entering the commissioning phase.
As for the building it will be seen that outside the scaffolding has been removed and the

Buck has been made to look pristine with a free ‘Wash-and Brush-up’ via the generosity of a
local businessman.

Inside the Buck most of the ‘mill furniture’ is now in place and ready for commissioning. 
A great amount of work by one of our professional craftsmen has taken place during the
summer months to recreate the original design and when the windmill reopens in the Spring

a visit to admire this work will be very worthwhile.
We still have much to do as the commissioning

phase involves carefully checking out all the new
and restored original machinery to prove that it will
be reliable and operational when milling grain. We
try to anticipate snags that may occur when running
the machinery for the first time but this phase always
includes unknowns for which one cannot budget.

Naturally progress on all of this might be
protracted as ultimately it is totally dependent on 
the presence of a suitable wind flow together with
the availability of volunteers to train on the day. 

We are now moving towards the winter weather
patterns which hopefully may prove to be an
advantage as in the 19th century the Miller would
expect to receive the harvest of September/October

and complete his work
before the New Year.
As we don’t do night
work we shall see!!

Volunteers move the
runner stone. 

Left to right Alan Alder,
Simon Allen, Douglas
Andrews (wheelwright),
Ray Burlton, Martyn
Mitchell (hidden!) 

Peter Millington and 
Peter Goodman. 

For more photos of the
restoration, please 
visit our website

windmillhillwindmill.org



A volunteer’s tale … 

Little did I know when moving to Windmill Hill in 1998 how much life would change for
me. I was still working at the time and continued to do so full time until 2006. That
same year the windmill opened to the public. I do remember coming along and being

shown the near derelict mill when the work was about to start on the first stage of its
restoration and had driven past a ‘very sorry looking’ windmill, from 1984 when moving into
Sussex. This was well before there were any plans to restore it and put it back together again. 

On talking to one of the Windmill Hill Stores shopkeepers at the time I was convinced that,
as a local resident, I needed to get involved. So I did! I started as a guide volunteer in 2007
and then subsequently joined the management committee and, as they say in the best of
circles, the rest is history. I look after the timetable for guiding at the mill, help with organising
of events, carry out some of the day-to-day admin, am an administrator on the Facebook page
for the windmill, look after publicity and get involved with trying to engage with our local
schools whilst continuing to also be a guide. 

Will it stop there I ask? I doubt it as things have really got exciting now that the mill is getting
very close to being a fully working wind powered mill again for the first time since 1894. How
brilliant is that and it is on my doorstep!! Who knows I might end up being a member of the
milling team. All I can say is that being retired I am now able to do what I want to do rather than
what I have to. I do enjoy sharing it with those
who visit, especially my own family including
two very enthusiastic granddaughters who love
climbing all over her. My sister-in-law, who is
good with words, said on a recent post on
Facebook – “I will never forget visiting the mill
– a most wonderful and preposterous building”.
As a lover of old buildings in any shape or
form, (must be in the blood as my father was an
architect), I have to agree with her. 

It is brilliant seeing the mill back to its
former glory which is a credit to all those
who have been involved since 1993. I count
myself lucky that I am one of the very small
cogs in a very big wheel. Finally, it is a
beautiful looking windmill even if I am
slightly biased and it has thankfully now been
preserved for generations to enjoy.
Wonderful!!   Jenny Alder 

On the 20th September the Trustees unveiled
a plaque in memory of Paul Fuller – an

exceptional supporter – who had been a Life
Member since the Trust was founded in 1996.
From left to right: Paul’s brother - Andrew,
Lester Handley (Trustee), Becky Fuller, Paul
Frost (Trustee), June Axon and Jackie Fuller.

We had a very good attendance at our talk 
on the Restoration of the windmill on the 
16th October and there were a great many
questions. Many thanks to our panel of

experts. From left to right: Tony Hole (JHE
Millwrights), Michael Chapman, Paul Frost,

Simon Allen (volunteer), Bee Frost and
Douglas Andrews (Wheelwright).
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The newsletter is available electronically. If you would be happy to receive the newsletter 
this way, please send an email to bee@windmillhillwindmill.org advising your name and postcode.

Friday 4th March 2016 – 7.30pm.  
Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the Windmill at Windmill Hill –
Herstmonceux Village Hall 

Friday 11th March 2016 – 7 for 7.30pm.  
A Landscape passed by – Pevensey Levels – Herstmonceux Village Hall 

Sunday 15th May 2016 – 10.30am to 4.30pm. National Mills Day
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Front cover photos: David Richardson from Extreme Clean washed the sides of the mill using
the latest pure water cleaning technology at the end of September. On the 26th October he
returned to wash the roof from a Cherry Picker. We are extremely grateful to David who

volunteered his services so that everyone would benefit from seeing a cleaned mill.

Christmas cards 
The Windmill Hill Windmill Christmas card is available 
at £3.50 for a pack of 10 cards with the greeting inside 
‘With Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year’. 
They are available from: 

 Windmill Hill Stores and Post Office,

 The Old Bakery 
next to the Windmill
(please telephone
01323 833033 first).

If you would like cards
posted please add 
£1.75 for 1 – 3 packs
and £3.50 for 4 or 
more packs. 

Cheques should be
made payable to the Windmill Hill Windmill Trust and sent to The Old Bakery, Windmill
Hill, Hailsham, BN27 4RT. Alternatively, you can place your order online by visiting our
shop www.windmillhillwindmill.org/shop

June

1st Martyn Bidgood
2nd Robert Girling
3rd Shirley Wigfield

September

1st Roger Wintle
2nd Robert Girling
3rd John Izzard

100 club prize draw   
The recent prizewinners:

Card size
:

6½ x 4½ 

inches


