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The Kabubbu Children’s choir visit the windmill at Windmill Hill 

 

The Quicken Trust arranged a visit to the windmill at Windmill Hill for thirteen children from 
Kabubbu.  The children are visiting schools and colleges in the south east and giving a concert 
at the Congress theatre along with eight primary schools and four secondary schools on 
Sunday 4th October. 

 
The children saw a film about the windmill that has been specially made for school children.  
They all went up into the mill, were fascinated by what they saw and asked many questions. As 
a reminder of their visit, they were each given a folder with an activity sheet, a postcard and a 
badge.   
 
The children said they would like to sing to us to thank us for showing them the mill.  So Jenny 
Alder - their guide - and I stood while they grouped themselves in front of us and were 
privileged to hear the choir sing - just for us.  It was very moving. 
 
The Quicken Trust www.quickentrust.com have brought the orphan’s choir to Sussex to raise 
awareness of their work in Kabubbu, where they assist the community in providing themselves 
with a better future.   
 
Bee Frost 

A visit from Mr Beeny 
 

On August Bank Holiday Monday 2009 we were delighted to welcome Chris Beeny and his 
Australian wife Merrilyn.  Mr Beeny is the great great great grandson of Edward Beeny whom 
we all know was Miller at Windmill Hill for 42 years. 
 

Chris has lived in Australia for many years now. He knew that 
his ancestor was the Miller at Windmill Hill and saw it in its 
derelict state some years ago.  While searching on the 
Internet for places to visit in Sussex he came across the Mill 
as it is today and that it was open to the public, so a visit was 
a must. I was not on duty that day but came to bring a friend 
and was excited to meet the descendant of the man whom I 
have been recently researching through the census records 
and original documents at the East Sussex Record Office.  I 
know Chris and Merrilyn have a great deal of information but 
I have emailed them all I have especially from original 
documents which they would not have seen. 
 
Merrilyn has treated Chris to a life membership so he will be 
kept in touch with what is happening to his ancestral 
windmill. We hope to see them again one day. 

 
Ann Vollor 

 

http://www.quickentrust.com/�


Work continues on the mill 
 

There is quite a lot of ongoing activity behind the scenes at the mill. A new floor was put down 
in the w.c. , Rhys Clatworthy tiled the inspection panel and Jenny Alder put the cupboard 
together, so the area is now considerably smartened up.   
 
We have been very fortunate to have paint and preservative donated to the mill by Crown 
Paints.  Now the task is to paint the entire mill!  We have made a good start. The inner walls of 
the roundhouse were painted white earlier in the year by Mary and Barry Murphy and Bill 
McElvie.  Maureen and John Bishop together with June Axon applied preservative to the post 
and trestle.  Bill McElvie then singlehandedly painted the outer roundhouse with black Sadolins 
over a number of days in the Summer as well as the window and doors.  Many thanks to Bill for 
his sterling efforts.  With the help of Alan and Hue Mead he also painted the brickwork 
between the roundhouse and outer roundhouse, quite a tricky area to reach. 

 
Bill McElvie painting the roundhouse brickwork 

 
We have been given some model windmills on permanent loan from the daughter of the late 
Frank Gregory.  Barry Murphy has repaired and cleaned them up ready for display.  
Meanwhile work continues on making a slip ring, for a permanent electrical connection to the 
mill body. This is located at the top of the post just above the quarter bars.  Brian Holdstock 
and Martyn Mitchell are the driving force in this enterprise ably assisted by Alan Alder.  I think 
they are designing it as they go along, but I hope that Brian will provide a full report when it is 
completed. 
 
Michael Chapman is making slow but steady progress with testing the strain gauge monitoring 
devices.  He is nothing if not determined.   At times it is one step forward and two steps back, 
but he will not be deflected from his task.  My job is to set the data running on the computer in 
the mill, collect the test data on a memory stick and email to those than can make some sense 
of it.  It is a learning curve for us all. 
 
Bee Frost 



The 100 Club 
 

The prize draw held on the 2nd Sept 09 had the following winners: 
First prize        £40     No. 40 – Shirley Price 
Second prize £20 No. 20 – Neil Beck 
Third prize £10 No. 63 – Peter Carey 

Congratulations to all the prize winners, and thank you all for your support.    
 

Future events 
Saturday 21st November 7 for 7.30pm - Murder Mystery evening at Bodle Street Village Hall. 
Wednesday 17th February 2010 - Film Show in Herstmonceux Small Hall 'A Look at Classic 
Cars.'  produced by John Bishop. 
Friday 5th March 2010  - Annual General Meeting of the friends of the windmill in 
Herstmonceux Village Hall 
 

 
Children from St. Piran’s School walked down from the PGL Activity Centre to visit the windmill 
 
Mark Corliss is a desk top publisher and has always set the newsletter for us.  Unfortunately, 
while cycling in a time trial, he was hit by a van.  He has suffered a shattered elbow and broken 
bones in his neck.  He is recovering, but slowly and is unable to work.  Hence the newsletter is 
prepared by others.  We all wish him a speedy recovery. 
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