
NEWSLETTER
Number 28 
February 2011 

Friends of
Windmill Hill
Windmill



THE BEENY STORY 1803–1872
(By Michael Chapman, based on research by Ann Vollor)

The history of the Post Mill at Windmill Hill, a fine example of our Industrial Heritage, is
characterised by the presence of Edward Beeny who was the owner of the Mill, Mill House 
and associated buildings for some 42 years. During that time he was the miller and controlled 
the overall operation as well as owning some other external businesses.

Edward was baptised in 1803 in Crowhurst, the son of Stephen and Anne Beeny but little is
known of his early life apart from the understanding that he was apprenticed to a local miller. 
He married Hannah Lemmon at the Church in Ashburnham on 26th May, 1823 and in the next 
28 years they had 12 children including triplets in 1851. Sadly Hannah died soon after the triplets
were born and three years passed before Edward remarried Sarah Packham at Mayfield on 4th July
1954. We assume it was the business acumen that prompted Edward to arrange for the first eight
children to be baptised together as a ‘job lot’ on the 23rd July 1837 at Herstmonceux!

Edward became the owner/miller at Windmill Hill in 1830, taking over from Richard Oxley, and
such was his ambition to succeed that almost immediately he offered a three year apprenticeship
at the mill to a Michael Porter, aged 16, for the sum of £29. When this apprenticeship was
complete he offered a further apprenticeship to Thomas Kine, aged 15, for the sum of £30 and
other similar appointments followed. 

Edward’s business was obviously going from strength to strength for by 1846 he had taken
occupancy of Chilsham Farm and by the time of the 1851 Census he was seen to be a farmer of
77 acres employing 9 men as well as employing 8 men at the mill. One assumes Edward had been
looking for a retail outlet for his products for in March 1852 he bought the Village Stores for £250
from John Kemp and subsequently installed his son Herbert as manager. By 1861 Edward had
increased his farming business to130 acres and was now employing 20 men and the census 
of this year indicated that he had also bought a brickyard and a pottery located to the west of
Victoria Road and was busily producing bricks. By the 1871 Census Beeny had disposed of 20
acres of farmland, the brickyard was no longer in his possession and he employed 9 men and 
2 boys, clearly a change of fortune. It is reported that his health by now was suffering due to years

of his lungs being exposed to dust from the grain and
farming in general and he decided to sell up. In August
1871 the windmill, the village stores and all the
buildings were put up for auction by Burtenshaw of
Hailsham but before it was sold Edward died in 1872
and his son Albert continued to manage the business 
for a further year. 

At the time of his death, put down to Bronchitis and
congestion of the lungs, Edward left behind a widow, 
12 children and 40 grandchildren. He had carried on
the business of miller for 42 years, much longer than
any other owner, and he was buried in Herstmonceux
churchyard on 3rd May 1872.

It is perhaps ironic that one of his legacies was the
raising of the mill height as a result of an unresolved
dispute with his neighbour Mr Jesse Smith at the house
next door i.e. ‘Mount Pleasant’. This is the house that
was reputedly built too high and although it has not
been possible to see the Court papers at this time,
nevertheless, the action raises the question as to why the
action was ever started as ‘Mount Pleasant’ is SE of the
mill whereas the prevailing wind is SW.  We may never
know, but it gave rise to the largest Post Mill in Sussex
and the second tallest Post Mill in the country.

Classic cars when the Bond Owners
Club visited the mill on the 3rd

October.



Dates for your diary
Friday 18th February 2011 – 7.30pm 
Film Show presented by John Bishop.

Friday 11th March 2011 – 7.30pm 
Annual General Meeting of the friends of the windmill in Herstmonceux Village Hall.
Followed by talk by Brian Holdstock – ‘The Future of the Windmill at Windmill Hill’.

Friday 8th April 2011 – 7.30pm Herstmonceux Village Hall
‘Shepherds and their huts’. Talk by Gilliam Beecher with slides about shepherd’s
mobile lambing huts, shepherding associations and display of artefacts.

National Mills Weekend 14th and 15th May 2011
Saturday 21st May 2011 
‘A Playford Ball’ – Danny House, Hurstierpoint. Contact: June Axon: 01323 832294

Friday 27th May 2011 – 7.30pm 
Concert in the Ballroom of Herstmonceux Castle with Midori Sugiyama, 
Toby Tramaseur and Aleks Szram.
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Waitrose supports the Windmill
The Windmill Hill Windmill Trust was
featured in August by Waitrose in their
community collection box at the Hailsham
branch. We are pleased to report that our box
received the most tokens at the end of the
month and we were given a cheque for £470. We are delighted that so many people
supported the Windmill by choosing the Trust over the other two charities available. 
Very many thanks to Waitrose in Hailsham.

Midori and Toby to give a concert at Herstmonceux Castle in May
We are delighted to announce a concert in the ballroom of Herstmonceux Castle on Friday
27th May starring violinists Midori Sugiyama, Toby Tramaseur and pianist Aleks Szram. Both
Midori and Toby now play for the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Aleks is a regular performer
at the Eastbourne Underground Theatre. Midori has kindly agreed to play the Carmen
Fantasy which she performed for us in 2008. We can look forward to a very special evening.

100 club prize draw
The following are the prizewinners:
12th November
First No. 3 Alan Mead
Second No. 9 Shirley Wigfield
Third No. 1 Robert Girling
5th December
First No. 21 Shirley Price
Second No. 1 Robert Girling
Third No. 12 Ray Dixon

Mike Bray, Vice President of the Eastbourne
Historic Vehicle club presents Brian Holdstock
and Bee Frost with a cheque for £350 after 
the success of the Hellingly Festival of

Transport in 2010.



What have we been doing?
The outer end of the Tailpole is lifted by an
iron tie rod which is attached to a wooden
beam on the Stone Floor within the mill.
Over the five years that this has been in
position the weight of the Tail Pole has
caused this attachment to sink into the
relatively soft wooden beam so to overcome
this problem a steel plate was made to
spread the load across the support beam. In
November the Tailpole was jacked up using
an Acrow prop and the spreader plate
installed. The vertical position of the outer
end of the Tailpole is critical when avoiding
various parts of the local landscape and as
there is very little adjustment available to
raise or lower the Tailpole it has been
decided to also install a screw adjuster in
the tie rod to facilitate this need.

The wooden beams or Stocks which
carry the two pairs of Sweeps
are held tightly in position within the
central iron Canister by two pairs of
hard wood opposing wedges. Due to
the annual variations in temperature
and moisture these wooden wedges
can slowly loosen and it becomes
necessary to tighten them.

Windmill Hill Windmill Trust
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Front cover: The windmill in snow on a clear December morning.

Top right: Paul Frost on the ladder,
Michael Chapman at the top of 
the ladder and Rhys Clatworthy 

at the top hatch (only arms visible!)
Bottom: Refixing the loose wedge 
– Martyn Mitchell – hammer at 

the ready.


